-28 SEPT. '36 ]             GROWTH OF COMMUNISTIC IDEiS
when it passed to-day Sir Phiroze Setkna's resolution urging the Government to _take
measures to relieve unemployment, etc.^ The resolution was passed without a division
though there were a few dissentient voices.
Mr J C Bannerji. on a point of order, said that the resolution was not worded
as to be a recommendation to the Government. Secondly, the Council had _no locus
standi in the^matter of approval or disapproval of the views expressed by individuals
in their private capacity. Thirdly, the resolution admitted by the president had not
the same sanctity as those admitted from tho chair itself.
The President could not understand the meaning of Mr. Bannerjee s third objec-
tion. As for the second the president quoted the rule pointing out that the resolution
could be moved on a matter relating to general public interest and the views ex-
pressed by the president of the Congress belonged to this category. As for the first
objection, Sir Dadabhoy asked Sir P. Sethna to word the resolution as follows ^The
Council recommends to the Governor-General in Council that in order to prevent the
growth of communistic ideas advocated and propagated by the president of the Con-
gress and others, well considered measures be adopted as early as possible for reliev-
ing unemployment, particularly among the educated lower middle class and for re-
ducing the poverty and distress in the vast agricultural labour population and for
promoting their welfare generally."
Sir P. SetJina agreed.
Mr. Barua said that even then the first part of the resolution contained an argu-
ment which was not allowed under the rules.
The president overruled the objection.
Mr, P. N. Sapru reminded the House that the Council debated his own resolution
relating to unemployment only less than six months, ago and so the same subject
could not be discussed again so soon.
The President pointed out that though it was the same subject this resolution
raised different propositions.
Sir Phiroxe Sethna moved the resolution as amended under the advice of ^the
president. Sir Phiroze said that this House and the Government must have noticed
ominous portents on the political horizon in this country. Recently, socialistic and
communistic ideas had received an impetus from the vigorous propaganda carried on
by Mr. Jawharlal Nehru, president of the Indian National Congress. Considerable
stir, excitement and alarm had "been caused by that propaganda among those who
belonged to what are called capitalists, propertied classes or classes with vested
interests in the country. The rise of socialism or communism - was not quite new in
the country. There was a distinct socialist party within the congress organisation
which had been carrying on its activities and making a good deal of noise within
recent years. If socialistic influence within the Congress and outside was steadily
growing, and the leaders of that party seemed to be confident that the Congress would
become a socialistic organisation in the very near future, Communism also, though
perhaps not so active, and growing in influence, seemed to be capturing the minds and
hearts of an increasing number of young men.
Nevertheless, until Mr. Nehru became the president of the Congress and began1
his propaganda in favour of what it was difficult to decide, whether it was Socialism
or Communism, socialistic or communistic ideas did not receive widespread or close
attention from those who believed and felt that such ideas were extremely harmful
and were calculated to retard not only the political but the entire national develop-
ment of India. Mr, Nehru enjoyed amongst his countrymen a great amount of
influence and popularity and it was not at all a matter of surprise that his advocacy
of ^soeialism^ and communism had strengthened forces which sought to destroy the
existing political, social and economic order, and raise on its ruins a new order,
socialistic or communistic. Mr. Nehru called himself a socialist br-t the ideas which
he has propagated and advocated in his presidential address at tbe Lucknow Con-
gress and in the speeches he had delivered at Bombay and elsewhere, bordered BO
closely on communism that it would be no mistake to describe him as a socialist of
the communistic "brand. There could be no doubt that the result of his propaganda
had been to give a fillip to both socialistic and communistic ideas, and it would be
criminal and suicidal folly on the pait of all those who were convinced that socia-
lism and communism were wrong politics which could not but engulf this country
into revolution, class warfare, to sit quiet and not to organise their own forces in
order to combat and ultimately to destroy these newfangled dangerous ideas imported
West, particularly from Bolshevik Russia. That was why Sir Ehiroze had
loward that resolution and he was sure that the. House would join with